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HE advertisements in The Sunday School 

Times are there to serve you. There are 
many things advertised to meet your needs. 
Therefore the regular reading of the adver- 
tisements will prove well worth while. 





























For the Asking 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


ORE searching than stilettos of the rain, 
More instant than the sound waves of 
the air, 
More intimate than breathing, or than pain, 
Is prayer. 


Have you no way to reach that wayward 
heart? 
To lift that drooping flower and make it fair? 
To bind a friendship with a delicate art? 


Try prayer ! 


Is there a mountain that you cannot move? 
A chafing burden that you cannot bear? 
Sore strain upon your strength, your time, 

your love ? 
Learn prayer. 


O Thou who stoopest to our feeble dust, 
Keep us from foolish doubting and 


despair — 
Show us the happy sequel. Give us trust 
And prayer! 
+4 


Seven Blessings from 


God's Presence 

We cannot count the blessings that are 
ours when the Lord Jesus Christ is ours 
and we are his. More than seventy times 
seven they are. But we can count, and 
rejoice in, some that are very plain, and 
Mrs. Jonathan Goforth has passed on a 
“blessed assurance” of this in a personal 
letter to the Editor and his wife. Just 
before the beginning of this new year she 
wrote: Among my Bible outlines which I 


have been going over there is this New 
Year’s wish which expresses what I desire 
for you both. May the Lord’s presence 
this coming year be: 


Above you—to guard, Deuteronomy 4: 
39. 

Underneath —to support. Deuteronomy 
33: 27. 

Behind—as a- rereward, Isaiah 52: 12. 
Before —to lead. Isaiah 45: 2. 

At your right hand —to protect. Psalm 
167 S* £I63 §. 

Round about —to shield hens storms. 
Psalm 125: 2. 

Within —as Companion and Comforter. 
Ezekiel 36:27; Ephesians 2:20; Gala- 
tians 2:20. 


= 
Sunday School Prophylaxis 


Are not most of us more concerned 
about our physical life than about our spirit- 
ual life? In Sunday school work, are pastors 
and superintendents taking every precau- 
tion to prevent spiritual infection from 
attacking the classes, whether of children 
or of grown folks? A reader of the Times 


% 


writes: “If we see a picture, as we often 
do, of the surgeon and nurses in the oper- 
ating room of a hospital, we realize the 
care taken to prevent the least danger of 
contamination to the patient, even by breath, 
much more by touch. Carelessness in the 
smallest degree is not tolerated. Yet in 
dealing with spiritual life, which goes out 
into eternity, what pains are being taken 
to ward off the danger of eternal death 
resulting from lack of necessary care?” 
This warning is sorely needed. Prophy- 
laxis is the “art of guarding against or 
preventing disease; preventive treatment.” 
Are we applying prophylaxis against false 
teaching in our Sunday schools, making 
sure that there is nothing unscriptural in 
the lesson helps in use? Have we made 
sure that every teacher entrusted with the 
salvation and eternal life of a class is thor- 
oughly established in “the faith which was 
once delivered,” clearly understanding the 
fatal poison of Modernism and able to dis- 
cern it, knowing how to make the way of 
salvation crystal-clear, and thus able to 
guard the pupils against spiritual disease? 
If prophylaxis is vital in our hospitals, it 
is of infinitely greater importance in our 
Sunday schools, 


The Front Runner 


collegiate foot-race remarks causti- 

cally, “Blank is strictly a front run- 
ner.” In the vocabulary of the cinder path 
that means that Blank can run only when 
he is ahead. He is defeated the moment 
another contestant passes him. 

The spiritual world also has its front 
runners, — Christian folk who are habit- 
ually running before they are sent! They 
ignore the divine government in human 
life and insist upon pushing ahead on their 
own judgment. There was an impetuous 
conductor on a well known railroad, years 
ago, who was always in an unseemly hurry 
to get to the end of the run. When he 
found the semaphore set against him, he 
would jump from the caboose before the 
train stopped, dash to the telegraph window, 
and shout, “Let me run the block!” Re- 
luctantly, the telegrapher would let him sign 
the book, then lower the semaphore and let 
him go. He managed to “get by” with 
this infraction of the rules for quite a while, 
but he finally came to grief. 

There is an instructive story of a front 
runner in the eighteenth chapter of 2 Sam- 
uel. Absalom’s impudent rebellion had 
come to a sudden end with the defeat of 


A CHRONICLER of a recent inter- 


his army and his own ignominious death, 
and the mighty Joab picked Cushi to carry 
the tidings to the king. Bowing himself 
respectfully before his general, the level- 
headed messenger swung into a steady lope 
across the plain, intent upon doing his 
errand as it should be done. Then up rushed 
young Ahimaaz, who had asked for this 
mission and who was fully convinced that 
he could show up such a runner as Cushi; 
he demanded of his general, “Let me run!” 

“Wherefore wilt thou run, my son, see- 
ing that thou hast no tidings ready?” was 
the general’s embarrassing question, but this 
only brought the discourteous shout, “Let 
me run!” 

“Run,” answers the disgusted general. 

Twinkletoes bounded into space and was 
off across the fields like a scared antelope. 
He shot contemptuously past the steady- 
going Cushi, tore onward in the direction 
of the king’s camp. He arrives there in 


fine running form, greets the king respect- 
fully, and tells of the enemy’s defeat. Then 
the king asks him the one question he was 
supposed to answer: 
Absalom safe?” - 
Ahimaaz shuffles from one foot to the 
other, looks foolish, and finally stammers, 


“Is the. young man 
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“I saw a great tumult, but I lsnew not what 
it was.” 

“Turn aside, and stand here,” commands 
the king brusquely as he observes the ap- 
proach of a courier less speedy but more 
reliable. “And, behold, Cushi came... 
And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young 
man Absalom safe?” 

Talk about your “Message to Garcia”! 
The graceful reply of Joab’s first choice 
deserves the immortality it has received. 
The delicacy with which he breaks the 
news of the king’s bereavement is a pattern 
for those who have the responsibility of 
carrying such messages to afflicted parents. 
“The enemies of my lord the king, and all 
that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as 
that young man is.” That reply is a suffi- 
cient proof that “the race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong.” 

There are many phases of “waiting upon 
God,” not the least important being the 
attitude of the Oriental servant, “Waiting 
at the posts of My doors” (Prov. 8: 34),— 
waiting patiently for orders, and then, with 
swift feet, running unquestioningly to obey. 
This is a lesson some Christian people never 
learn, and they go through life scheming 
for themselves, getting preferment in ques- 
tionable ways, always unhappy, never at 
rest. We cannot wait upon God and run 
before God. We must make our choice 
between these attitudes. 


“Give thy thoughts no tongue, 

Nor any unproportioned thought his act,” 
said the old seer to his son when he was 
bidding him farewell. It is excellent coun- 
sel still. Rushing headlong into a course 


(Continued on page 117) 
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Uncle Billy Hasn't Quit! 


From a prominent business man in 
Tennessee came a letter, January 11, com- 
menting on a letter published in the Times 
of January 1 written by “Uncle Billy Ridg- 
way” to Dr. H. A. Ironside, in which Mr. 
Ridgway congratulated Dr.: Ironside on 
joining the staff of THE SunpAy ScHooL 
Times: Mr. Ridgway, as the oldest one 
on the Times staff of lesson writers, 
extended his welcome to Dr. Ironside as 
“the baby member” and assured him, “it 
will be thirty years of the best fun you ever 
had.” The Tennessee business man writes, 
in part: 


Dear Unc LE BILLy: 


I read your statement that you were 
quitting the Times, I believe, with that 
issue, — in fact, I read what you had to 
say to our men’s Sunday school class, and 
I was more than sorry to feel that my main 
prep had been knocked from under me, as 
indeed you have been my greatest source 
of information and inspiration in preparing 
Sunday school lessons since you came to 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times Family, as 
I have been subscribing to the Times be- 
tween thirty and thirty-five years. My wife 
has also been a life-long Sunday school 
teacher, and you can never know the help 
you have been to the two of us, not only 
with our weekly lessons but in our spir- 
itual lives. : 

I discovered America the year you cast 
your first vote, so I am not so young my- 
self — five grandchildren. I joined the 
church at eleven, and I had a real experi- 
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ence too; before I was thirteen I had read 
the Bible through and started teaching a 
class of small girls, and I got along with 
them just about as nicely as I could now, 
—they were seven to ten, and at the end 
of my first year they were all in church. 
Then I had a class of small boys — same 
result. 


At seventeen I found myself in charge 
of a scnool in the mountains, and the first 
Sunday I was there I organized the first 
Sunday school in that community, and it 
is still going — just today I am ordering 
them fifty song books as a belated Christ- 
mas present. I’m a Methodist, and am help- 
ing run a Baptist church back in the moun- 
tains—in fact, helping several mountain 
churches, all Baptists. The two companies 
I manage have 75,000 acres of mountain 
lands, hence my close contact with these 
people. 

Now there are two things I do not want: 
I don’t want you to give up your “Corner,” 
and I don’t want you to get old — just 
stay young like you are now; St. John at 
ninety-five was still writing “young,” so 
that would leave you in the corner about 
fourteen more years. Well anyway, Uncle 
Billy, you have a warm place in the heart 
of some Southern church workers, and we 
are wishing that you can continue in your 
good work for many, many years. 


And so are we! This loyal and devoted 
Southern business man discovered, of 
course, as soon as he turned to the second 
issue of THE SuNpAy ScHoot Times in 
1938, and looked to see who was taking 
Uncle Billy’s place, that it was a young 
man of Coatesville named William H. 
Ridgway. Mr. Ridgway is not only the 
oldest member of the Times staff of les- 
son writers, but he keeps farther ahead in 
his work than any other lesson writer the 
Times has ever had—and that’s another 
of his good examples! Just now, for ex- 
ample, Uncle Billy is writing the Busy 
Men’s Corner for the lessons of the Fourth 
Quarter of 1939,—yes, 1939, not 1938. As 
a practical business man it would seem that 
he is taking every precaution against get- 
ting fired! Should the Lord call him Home 
one of these days, “to depart, and be with 
Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 1: 23), 
his ministry would go right on in the Busy 
Men’s Corner for some two years longer 
at least, and he would be following the 
example of Abel (Heb. 11: 4). 

As for priority of service among the 
Times lesson writers, the editors have been 
surprised to discover that Mr. Ridgway is 
not, after all, the veteran of the lesson de- 
partment in term of service, although he 
is its oldest member. He began “The Busy 
Men’s Corner” with the first lesson of Jan- 
uary, 1907, and Dr. Philip E. Howard, 
President of The Sunday School Times 
Company, began “From the Platform” with 
the first lesson in January, 1906. . Both 
these records are long and honored ones 
in the ministry of THe SuNpAy ScHOOL 
TimEs, and a host of readers is grateful 
for both, as for the other many and unique 
features of the Times lesson department, 
old and new. 

The Southern business man and mauy 
other readers of the Times will be glad to 
know that a remarkable story of Sunday 
school work under the most forbidding sort 
of environment and difficulties, telling how 
the Rock Run Sunday school courageously 
undertaken by Mr. Ridgway forty-five years 
ago in one of the most godless, reckless, and 
law-defying communities imaginable, was 
successfully “negotiated” and is continuing 
to this day. Mr. Ridgway’s story of Rock 
Run will appear in an early issue of the 
TIMES. 


February 12, 1938 








The Prize Contests 




















— seven subjects for which THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, last November, 
offered prizes are as follows: 


How We Are Increasing Our 
Enrollment and Attendance 
How Soul-Winning Is Put First in 
Our Sunday School 
How the Spiritual Life of Our School 
Is Cared for and Deepened 
Overcoming the Dropping Out of 
Boys and Girls 
Making Trained Teachers in 
All Our Departments 
Mastering the Bible in 
All Our Classes 


The Greatest Encouragement I Ever 
Had in My Sunday School Work 


Interesting articles have come. from 
readers in 35 states and provinces of North 
America, two foreign countries, 118 manu- 
scripts having been received, and prizes 
have so far been awarded as follows: 


How We Are Increasing 
Our Enrollment and Attendance 


First Prize: Faith R. Williams, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 


Seconp Prize: Charlotte Churchward, 
Tacoma, Wash. i 


How Soul-Winning Is 
Put First in Our Sunday School 


First PrizE: Vivian D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash. 


Seconp Prize: Evaline D. Green, Mc- 
Pherson, Kans. 


The articles winning first and second 
prizes on the first subject, with: one other, 
are published in this issue of the T1MEs. 

Further announcements of prize awards 
will be made in coming issues of the Times. 
And many of the articles submitted which 
have not been awarded first or second prize 
are so valuable that they are being retained 
for publication, which will give readers a 
wealth of practical and successful methods. 


Good News for New Readers 


In order that those not yet taking THe 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMES may have an op- 
portunity of securing all the articles that 
win prizes in this contest on seven subjects, 
The Sunday School Times Company will 
be glad to send the paper at the special 
rate of 24 weeks for one dollar, this offer 
being available only for those who are 
not now subscribers. But present sub- 
scribers may take advantage of this rate 
in sending the paper to friends or co- 
workers; and is there a better service you 
could render to the best success of your 
Sunday school than to have as many as 
possible of its teachers and-officers reading 
and using these practical methods during 
the coming six months? Subscriptions 
should be mailed promptly, with name and 
address, saying that the Prize Articles are 
desired, to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia. 
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How We Increased Our Enrollment 


Consecration and common sense working together 








and Attendance 
By Faith R. Williams 

















vass. In the fall, when those who 

have been away for the summer 
return, we visit each home within a mile 
of the church in every direction. The ter- 
ritory is divided into four sections, with 
captains for each division. Each captain 
chooses his team, and on the Sunday after- 
noon designated, every one who plans to 
take part meets at the church for final 
instructions and prayer. All questions are 
answered, and the plan is made clear to 
every one present. The literature to be 
distributed is given out to the teams, and 
includes blank cards to be filled out, a card 
for every member of each family not con- 
nected with some church. The cards are 
to be filed according to ages. In addition 
to these blank cards a tract, one that will 
catch the eye and hold the attention, is 
also left at each house. 

Armed with this literature the canvassers 
begin their work. When every home has 
been visited, and a second call made on 
those who were not at home at the time 
of the first call, the cards are turned over 
to one experienced in studying the results 
of such canvasses. Many hours are spent 
in arranging them for future usefulness, then 
they are given out to the proper depart- 
ments. For instance, the cards bearing the 
names of children who would naturally 
be in the Junior Department are given to 
the Junior superintendent for follow-up 
work. This method is thorough and re- 
sults in many additions to the Sunday 
school, some of them becoming valuable 
helpers. 


Working Toward a Big Rally Day 


This canvass begins two. weeks before 
Rally Day, and every effort is made to 
have each Rally Day break all previous 
records in attendance.. This year there 
were sixty-one more present than last 
year. On the Sunday preceding Rally Day 
we have open house, and all the parents 
of the children are asked to visit their 
children’s classes, becoming acquainted with 
the surroundings as well as with the Super- 
intendent and the others in the department. 
The teacher is already known to the par- 
ents, as she calls at each home at least 
every three months. Then on Rally Day 
we have a special program in which the 
children take part. Interested parents are 
present, and in some cases these fathers 
and mothers become members of the adult 
Bible classes. 

After Rally Day the winter’s work be- 
gins in earnest. There is great vigilance 
in the matter of calling at the homes to 
inquire the cause of every absence. It is 
said of our school that on Monday morn- 
ing some one is ringing the door bell of 
every absent scholar. Nothing is of greater 
importance to prevent a dropping off in the 
attendance than systematic calling on the 
absentees. When it is found that the ab- 
sent child is sick, frequent calls are made, 
and, if possible, flowers are sent. In cases 


()*: of our methods is a yearly can- 


of contagious diseases many cards and let- 


The first prize of twenty dollars has 
been awarded to Miss Williams for this 
article in the Prize Contest announced 
last November. 

The article awarded second prize 
will be found on the page following, 
and one other article in this issue de- 
scribes a practical and successful way 
that has increased enrollment and 
attendance in the Sunday school. 

Miss Williams tells of eleven dif- 
ferent things that have proved so suc- 
cessful in the work of her school that 
a modern Sunday school building had 
to be built; then the growth continued 
so rapidly that, in a year and a half, 
another building was needed. Here are 
the twelve methods: 


Yearly canvass. 

Rally Day “Open House.” 
Absentees immediately visited. 
Cradle Roll cultivated. 
Free transportation provided. 
Spiritual and “ separated ” teachers, 
Wholesome fun and social life. 
Gay and cheerful furnishings. 
Attractive notices mailed to all. 
Home work really secured. 
Teacher Training required, 
Monthly Workers’ Council. 








ters are mailed to let the little sufferers 
know they are not forgotten. 

Our Cradle Roll also acts as a feeder 
for the Sunday school. Birthday cards are 
mailed to the babies, frequent calls are 
made, and at the time of graduation from 
the Cradle Roll Department diplomas are 
delivered. Recently diplomas arrived at the 
home where twins were graduating. The 
mother said that when the diplomas were 
received she realized that her little girls 
were no longer babies, but must now enter 
Sunday school. We suggested that she 
join the young mother’s class when she 
brought her little daughters to Sunday 
school on Rally Day. The result, in one 
family, was three additions to our Sunday 
school because of our Cradle Roll. 


Two New Buildings Necessary 


With all our intensive visiting, our Sun- 
day school attendance increased so rapidly 
that it was necessary to put up a modern 
Sunday school building with a room for 
every class. Up to this time, all the classes 
had met in the main church auditorium. 
The new building increased the attendance 
because children enjoy coming to an up- 
to-date building with separate classrooms 
and a separate auditorium for each depart- 
ment. But the Sunday school grew so 
much more rapidly than our fondest hopes 
had imagined possible that it was found 
necessary in a year and a half to put up 
another building. And all the publicity 
in connection with a temporary building 
to house twelve classes aroused increased 
interest in the school. With the help of 
all the volunteers avatlable, the building 


was put up in a day, with newspaper re- 
porters on hand to take pictures of the 
structure at different stages of construc- 
tion. This second enlargement also had its 
part in increasing our enrollment, our sec- 
tion of the city deciding that there is a 
Sunday school in the vicinity that is wide 
awake, 

To facilitate the matter of transportation, 
we are at present negotiating for a bus 
operated during the week by one of the 
business concerns. We plan to use this 
on Sunday, and in this way children who 
live too far away to walk, and whose par- 
ents are either indifferent or unable to 
bring them, may be picked up for the 
Sunday school hour with no expense and 
no effort on their part. Two of our mem- 
bers— men reliable enough to be trusted 
with such precious cargo—have been ap- 
pointed for this task, one to drive and 
one to watch the children. 

The choice of teachers is another very 
important part of the activities of a Sun- 
day school, and if the right teachers are 
chosen this will help to increase the at- 
tendance. No coercion for attendance is 
necessary in the homes if the teacher is 
the right teacher, so we plan to choose 
wisely, picking out not only separated 
Christians, but those who are also con- 
cerned about the spiritual needs of the 
scholars and who will impress upon the 
children the thought that the Sunday school 
needs them and they need the Sunday’ 
school, 


Getting the Scholars’ Point of View 


We also want teachers who realize that 
twentieth century boys and girls must have 
fun, and who are willing to consider the 
social life of the children, co-operatirg 
when plans are being made for Easter egg 
rollings, summer picnics, Hallowe’en 
parties, and Christmas entertainments. If 
it is noised abroad that a school does much 
for the pleasure of its children, the chidl- 
dren who go to Sunday school where they 
please will decide to attend that school. 

It is an aid to the attendance of a Sun- 
day school if everything possible is done 
to make the school attractive. Our class- 
room decorations, therefore, are gay and 
cheerful. Each room has chairs and table 
painted in bright colors, with rugs to har- 
monize and colorful curtains. There are 
flowers in the rooms, and, to relieve the 
summer heat, electric fans are numerous. 

For special occasions attractive mimeo- 
graphed notices are mailed to the children. 
The invitations to Rally Day exercises this 
year had drawings that were so pleasing 
that this gave the children an added in- 
centive to be present. 

In the courses that our Sunday school 
uses there is a certain amount of home- 
work to be done. We also have a four 
point system, and if the child comes with 
no work done on his lesson this brings 
duwz the average of the class. The aver- 
age is posted on the outside of each door 
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by a “thermometer” whose ribbon moves 
up and down to indicate the class average. 
A child who has done no homework is 
urged to come a little early on Sunday to 
prepare his lesson ahead of time, so that 
he will not be embarrassed because of 
bringing down the average. Some of the 
teachers also have what we call “catch-up 
parties” for the children who have been 
absent and may have lost several lessons. 
Refreshments are served, and it has been 
known to happen that when games were 
suggested the children said, “No, let’s study 
some more.” 


The teacher training class has a share, 
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we feel, in the increase in our enrollment, 
our plan requiring that each teacher take 
this course. Parents are grateful to know 
that our teachers are preparing for greater 
efficiency. 

In addition to this, our Workers’ Council 
meets each month for dinner and confer- 
ence. Here we discuss ways of improving 
our school and devise ways for increasing 
our enrollment and attendance. 

Plans are limitless for making Sunday 
school so attractive that children will want 
to be present and bring their friends with 
them. 


St. PeTersspure, FLA. 








Two successful methods, surprisingly 


out of the ordinary 
L 








Increasing Enrollment and Attendance 


By Charlotte C. Churchward 














UR Sunday 
school is one of 
the larger ones 


with an attendance of 
545, exclusive of the 
ten branch schools. It 
is the Sunday school 
of. the Independent Bible Church, Tacoma, 
Wash., of which Dr. Roy Talmage Brum- 
baugh is pastor. 

In our church we have a Bible teaching 
mid-week service with an average attend- 
ance of 250, a strongly evangelistic pro- 
gram, week-day and Sunday classes to meet 
the needs of all, and many trained teachers. 
Also, transportation is provided for all 
who are unable to furnish their own. 

We have been pleased to see a slow, 
even, and we believe healthy growth in 
our Sunday school, but we were not sat- 
isfied as we still knew of hundreds of 
children playing on the streets of our city 
at the Sunday school hour, not hearing the 
Gospel anywhere. 

One strong feature of our church pro- 
gram which was introduced last fall, and 
which contributes to the increase of our 
love for the Gospel and our zeal for shar- 
ing it with others, is the Saturday evening 
class in Christian Living and Service, with 
our pastor as instructor. 

Saturday evening was chosen, so that 
the class might consist of those who are 
really in earnest in redeeming the time. 
It is the evening when pleasure-seekers 


The second prize of fifteen dotlars has 

been awarded to Mrs. Churchward 

for this article in the prize contest 

announced last November. 

ment about the prize contests is given 
on the second page. 


are seeking their 
pleasure, especially the 
young people, and 


A state- when busy people are 


the busiest. This class 
begins at five-thirty 
with praise. and 


prayer, followed by reports of special in- 
terest, such as Gospel Band meetings at 
the jails, hospitals, rest homes, and the like, 
and the placing of tract racks and distri- 
bution of tracts and Gospel literature. Also, 
assignments for the next class period or 
the next week are given out. 

Promptly at six o’clock we go down to 
dinner, prepared by our kitchen hostess. 
A number of the high school girls do the 
serving. 

As we enter the dining room we are 
greeted by a host and hostess who have 
been previously appointed for the dinner 
hour. In this way every one is made to 
feel at home, and if some come in late any 
embarrassment is averted by their being 
welcomed and hospitably seated at the table. 

Before the group is seated some one, 
often.a high school student, is called upon 
to ask God’s blessing, and throughout the 
dinner hour family courtesies are observed 
and a fine, happy spirit prevails. 

While still seated at the table we have 
family worship, all taking part in reading 
the Scripture and several leading in prayer. 
Sometimes-~this is varied by a single family 
demonstrating how their family worship 





Meet a Centurion! 


- 














We present 





This recognition 
card expires 


an active member of The Centurions, which is a band of 
regular fellows meeting for Christian fellowship every Sunday 
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is carried on at home. This hour is con- 
cluded with the singing of Gospel choruses. 

No charge is fixed for the dinner, but 
all are welcome, and each one contributes 
financially as he is able. 

This period closes promptly at five min- 
utes of seven, and at seven o’clock the last 
class begins. 

The class period from seven to eight is 
filled with short Gospel talks which have 
been prepared previously; domonstrations 
of how to win souls and how to meet with 
the Word of God the various arguments 
that may be brought up; how to greet 
strangers graciously; and how to study 
and present God’s Word to the winning of 
souls. 

The attendance has been gradually in- 
creasing until now we have from 60 to 65 
at dinner and an average of 85 at the last 
class period. Of this number a large per 
cent are from fifteen to twenty-five years 
of age, and they all take part willingly. 
Much enthusiasm is shown by young and 
old alike, and all are anxious to learn how 
to do the Lord’s work well. Such a pro- 
gram is bound to build up the spirit of 
evangelism and loyalty to all that will count 
for the glory of Christ. -Members of this 
class made contacts with 391 souls for 
Christ in two months and two weeks. 

Another, and perhaps more direct plan, 
for increasing and maintaining the Sun- 
day school attendance, is our Centurion 
Bible Class for Men. 

Our pastor made a careful survey by 
departments of the children who were ir- 
regular in attendance. He found that most 
of the irregularity .was among children 
whose parents did not attend Sunday school. 
Beginning with the Beginners Department 
and going up through the Primary, Junior, 
and Intermediate High Departments, only 
fifteen per cent on the average, of those 
whose parents did not attend, were regular 
in attendance. Therefore, if we were to 
have the children regularly we must have 
the parents. As the attendance of the en- 
tire family often depends upon the man of 
the house, it seemed only logical to work 
to get the men out to Sunday school. 

For years the men have had the Cen-" 
turion Bible Class, taught by the pastor. 
It is essentially an evangelization class. 
It was doing good work, but could it be 
built up to bring in more men and so more 
families for the Sunday school? That was 
the question the teacher and committee 
asked themselves. They believed it could, 
and set about to reorganize the class. 

The office of president was abandoned 
as the president was doing too much of 
the work. Definite responsibility must be 
divided among as many as possible if the 
class would prosper. Eight secretaries were 
appointed who chose their committees from 
the members of the class. These secre- 
taries and the duties of their committees 
are as follows: 


Enrollment.—Every one signs the en- 
rollment sheet every Sunday morning as he 
.enters the door. All visitors are intro- 
duced to the class. 


Membership.—Aiter attending two con- 
secutive Sundays men are voted into 


membership if they so desire, and are 
given a membership card (shown on this 
page) good only for four months, after 
which time a new card is available, but 
only at a class meeting, and new members 
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and membership cards are presented by the 
membership secretary. 


Attendance.—The attendance secretary 
checks the attendance each Sunday, and at 
the end of the month he and his committee 
get in touch with all delinquents. 


Hospitality.—This committee greets all 
men entering the hall. Being situated in 
the Northwest on Puget Sound we have 
tourist visitors every Sunday and also local 
visitors. 


Evangelism.—The business of this com- 
mittee is to reach men for Christ. Mem- 
bers of the class are provided with small 
invitation cards, neatly printed in color, 
and tracts and Gospels every Sunday to 
give out through the week to any who 
might be interested. Members of the class 
furnish this committee with names and 
addresses of prospective members, and the 
committee makes personal calls on the men. 
This is a persevering committee, and if 
necessary one of the members calls for the 
man and his family and takes a personal 
interest in bringing the man to confess 
Christ. . 


Music.—The choir director is secretary 
of this committee. A piano and two violins 
furnish the accompaniment for ten minutes 
of hearty singing directed by the secretary. 
Once a month 75 to 80 of these men appear 
on the platform for the evening church 
service and bring the Gospel in song. 


Transportation. — This secretary ar- 
ranges for a systematic pick-up for all who 
wish to come and cannot provide their own 
transportation. Some of these Centurions 
bring their own families fifteen minutes 
early,. then go out for others, returning 
them to their homes after the service, while 
their own families wait at the church. 


Young Men’s.—This secretary and his 
helpers get into touch with new young men 
prospects, usher in the class, and take up 
the offering. 

This men’s class has grown from an 
average attendance of 52 last September to 
the present average of 80 every Sunday. All 
but 18 members out of 130 attend at least 
several times each month, and some of these 
either live out of town or must work every 
other Sunday. 

The increase in the attendance at this 
Centurion class is shown by comparing the 
corresponding month’s average attendance 
for a short period in two Years. 
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ee 52 er 52 
oe 66 a ee 55 
BOWS. 6os'505.3 76 SS ee 53 
2 eee eee 80 (re 59 


The activities of this class and the Sat- 
urday evening class are largely responsible 
for the increase in our Sunday school at- 
tendance, which has been most gratifying. 
Figures for the last quarter show by exact 
count: 


AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 


1937 1936 
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Last October 3 there were 431 present, 
and there was a gradual increase to 557 
on December 12. This is a gain of 126 


over a period of ten Sundays, and 161 more 
than the corresponding Sunday in 1936. 
These methods, which have been so suc- 
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cessful in increasing our enrollment and 
attendance, surely should work equally well 
anywhere and in either a larger or a smaller 
Sunday school. 


Tacoma, WasH. 








Notes from a 
Layman's Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 

















A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


And the chains had been plucked 
asunder (Mark 5:4). 


IESPASTHAI, pulled to pieces, is 

used only once elsewhere in the New 
Testament, in Acts 23:10, “The chief 
captain, fearing lest Paul should have been 
pulled in pieces” by the Jewish mob, de- 
moniac in its hate. So in Mark 5: 13, 
“And the herd ran violently down a steep 
place into the sea.” The verb ormesen, 
“ran violently,” occurs twice elsewhere. 
First in Acts 7:57, 58, where it says of 
Stephen’s persecutors, “They ... ran upon 
him with one accord, and cast him out of 
the city’; and of Paul’s persecutors at 
Ephesus, Acts 19: 29, “And having caught 
Gaius and Aristarchus, . . . they rushed 
with one accord into the theatre.” So the 
persecutors of the Christian disciples are 
described with verbs used only of the spirits 
which possessed the Gadarene maniac and 
the Gadarene swine. 

Mark 5:3 says-of the Gadarene de- 
moniac, “No man could bind him, ro, not 
with chains.” The last time the word 
“chain” occurs in the New Testament is 
in Revelation 20:1, 2: “And I saw an 
angel come down from heaven, having... 
a great chain in his hand. And he laid 
hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which 
is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him 
a thousand years.” This time the chain 
holds. 

b- 


What a Handsome 
Bible Offer Did for Attendance 
By Howard L. Shelly 


HERE was nothing unusual about our 

Sunday school, located out in the open 
country among the “Pennsylvania Dutch” 
in Lehigh County. We have had Sunday 
school in this very plain yellow-plastered 
meeting house here in the Saucon Valley 
for the past sixty years, and up to a few 
years ago our attendance averaged between 
eighty and ninety. Our people had gotten 
into more or less of a rut. They were 
regular in attendance and ready to help 
in whatever capacity they could, but not 
much effort had been made to induce others 
to attend. We believe that the Holy Spirit 
put it into the heart of the superintendent 
to stir up the people. We knew that some- 
thing unusual would have to be done. The 
treasury of the school was in fairly good 
condition and, after prayer and discussion 
with the pastor, the plan was announced 
to the school one Sunday in the early 
spring. 

We offered to give a good ten-dollar 
Scofield Reference Bible to anyone who 
would bring in at least twenty visitors 
within the next ten weeks, We announced 
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the plan each Sunday thereafter. The first 
two Sundays it-did not seem to affect things 
much. Some said, “Oh, well, he won't 
need to buy any Bibles!” Others told them- 
selves, “Well, I have always wanted a 
good Scofield Bible, and after all this 
would be a good way to get it,” —and 
they went to work. Each Sunday the at- 
tendance increased. Whole families com- 
menced coming, and they came again and 
again. The programs were arranged so 
as to make them interesting, and people 
came because they really ‘wanted to. At 
the end of the period, eleven had brought 
at least twenty visitors each, and some as 
many as sixty, and our attendance was then 
running from 140 to 150. The visitors 
became members of the school, and since 
they enjoyed Sunday school they also re- 
mained for church services and continued 
to come. When revival meetings started 
in the fall a number of families really ac- 
cepted Christ as their Saviour, and what 
joy this brought to every one! 

Since then our Sunday school has con- 
tinued to grow, so that now practically all 
our available space is taken up. For a 
recent three months’ period our average 
attendance reached 199. 

We believe that all these results were 
due to the grace of God, the co-operation 
of his people, their friendliness toward all 
visitors, and a carefully arranged program : 
for each Sunday. 


CoopeRSBURG, Pa, 


The Front Runner 
(Continued from the second page) 


of action without waiting for the will of 
God is inviting disaster. The writer will 
probably never forget the advice of a 
sainted minister when he had an important - 
life decision to make for which his own. 
judgment was altogether insufficient. “Stand 
in the tent door and watch the cloud,” said 
the grand old clergyman with a knowing 
smile. 

The world is full of Christians who can- 
not watch and wait. They sing hymns 
about these virtues, but they do not practice 
them. They forget that the Lord’s call is 
“Follow me,” and garble it into “Run 
ahead.” One such, who sought to organ- 
ize his friends for the purpose of gaining 
a coveted position for himself, closed a 
recent letter with this deplorable sentence: 
“In strict confidence, I have never yet had 
a field commensurate with my ability.” In 
striking contrast to such conceit was the 
letter of a young man who received an 
invitation to a muuch larger field, which he 
felt divinely directed to decline. This was 
the closing sentence of his letter: “I ‘have 
determined to find my larger field in my 
present opportunity.” 

There is all the difference in the world 
between a front runner and a loyal and 
effective follower. The quest of the one is 
to advance himself. The mission of the 
other is to advance the Kingdom. The 
first one asks, “Where is there a place 
worthy of my talents?” The other, con- 
sidering the boundless possibilities of his 
small field, asks, “Who is sufficient for 
these things?” But, as he goes earnestly 
about his multifold tasks, he remembers 
that a kindred soul answered that question 
in the words, “Our sufficiency is of God” 
(eo kr. 3: §): 
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LESSON 9. FEBRUARY 27. MEASURING A MAN'S WORTH 


International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 5:1-17 
Golden Text.— How much then is a man better than a sheep ?— Matt. 12: 12 














Kine James VERSION 

Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, 
into the country of the Gadarenes. 

2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met 
him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 

3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could 
bind him, no, not with chains: 

4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, 
and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters 
broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 

5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in 
the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 

6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, 

7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have i to do 
with thee, Jesus, thou: Son of the most high God? I adjure thee 
by God, that thou torment me not. 

8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. 

9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, 
saying, My name is Legion: for we are many. 

10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away 
out of the country. 

11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd 
of swine. feeding. 

12 And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the 
swine, that we may enter into them. 

13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean 
spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran 
violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two 
thousand ;) and were choked in the sea. : 

14 And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and 
in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was done. 

15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with 
the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and ‘clothed, and in his right 
mind: and they were afraid. 

16 And they that saw it told them how it befell to -him that was 
possessed with the devil, and also concerning the swine. 

17 And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


what it brings. 


save lost sinners. 
him to cleanse. 


Approach to the Lesson 1 
him to save. 


OW often we have heard some poor 
derelict of a man, overcome by sin 
and lost to all sense of decency, de- 


on what it finds in man. 
Christ is not looking for 
good in mankind. He came to seek and 

None are too vile for 
None are too sinful for 
Those whom men can never 
tame, who are outcasts from respectable 
society, fit only for a felon’s cell or to 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Mark 5:1 And they came to the other side of the sea, into the 
country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when he was come out of the 
boat, straightway there met him out of the tombs a man with an 
unclean spirit, 3 who had his dwelling in the tombs: and no man 
could any more bind him, no, not with a chain; 4 because that he 
had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had 
been rent asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: and no 
man had strength to tame him. 5 And always, night and day, in 
the tombs and in the mountains, he was crying out, and cutting 
himself with stones. 6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran 
and * worshipped him; 7 and crying out with a loud voice, he saith, 
What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the Most High 
God? I adjure thee by God, torment me not. 8 For he said unto 
him, Come forth, thou unclean spirit, out of the man. 9 And: he 
asked him, What is thy name? And he saith unto him, My name 
is Legion; for we are many. 10 And he besought him much that 
he would not send them away out of the country. 11 Now there 
was there on the mountain side a_ great herd of swine feeding. 
12 And they besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we 
may enter into them. 13 And he gave them leave. And the unclean 
spirits came out, and entered into the swine: and: the herd rushed 
down the steep into the sea, in number about two thousand;- and 
they were drowned in the sea. 14 And they that fed them fled, and 
told it in the city, and in the country. And they came to see what 
it was that had come to pass. 15 And they come to Jesus, and 
behold *him that was possessed with demons sitting, clothed and in 
his right mind, even him that had the legion: and they were afraid. 
16 And they that saw it declared unto them how it befell ? him ‘that 
was possessed with demons, and concerning the swine. 17 And they 
began to beseech him to depart from their borders. 


1The Greek word denotes an act of reverence, whether paid 
to a creature (see Matt. 4:9; 18:26) or to the Creator (see 
Matt 4:10). *Or, the demoniac. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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It depends on in the hillsides, affording a gruesome shel- 


ter for such as this demoniac. 


Verses 3 and 4—A wild, untamable 
man. Possessed of superhuman strength, 
this man could not be bound securely. Fet- 
ters were snapped and he went about raging 
against all men. What a picture of the 
godless soul defying every restraint! 





scribed as a “good-for-nothing.” But it is 
for such as him, as for all others, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world. -To him 
all men, while lost and ruined in them- 
selves, are good for something, because 
of what his grace can do for them. George 
Whitefield used to say that “Jesus will take 
in the Devil’s castaways.” Lady Hunt- 
ingdon objected to this expression until one 
of Whitefield’s converts told her the story 
of his own redemption from the lowest 
strata of degraded society. Then she re- 
alized the glorious truth embodied in the 
homely language of the great field preacher. 

Surely, if any man were utterly good for 
nothing, it was the poor, demon-possessed 
wretch who had his dwelling among the 
foul caves of the dead! But he is only 
a picture of many men as God sees them 
under Satan’s power — “hateful and hating 
one another.” Christ put a new value on 
men. No matter how wicked and godless, 
nor how perverted their instincts, they were 
potential saints for whom he gave himself. 
He was able then, as he is able now, to 
give complete deliverance and to change 
them completely by his. grace. 

The Gospel does not depend for results 


dwell in a moral pesthouse, can be changed 
into glorious saints by the regenerating 
power of the Word and Spirit of God and 
the cleansing value of the blood of Jesus. 


The Historical Setting 


In arranging the lessons an entire chap- 
ter has been omitted. The student should 
read carefully Mark 4 and note the inter- 
vening events. Jesus taught the parables 
of the Kingdom, recorded more fully in 
Matthew 13, and, with his disciples, crossed 
the Sea of Galilee in a raging storm, prior 
to the event now before us. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 5:1.—“The country of the Gada- 
renes.” Gadara was the name of the 
country on the east of the Sea of Galilee. 
Precipitovs cliffs rise from the water’s 
edge to a tableland above, where dwelt 
the Gadarenes, or, as they were also known, 
the Gergesenes. These were a mongrel 
people of mixed Jewish and Gentile blood. 


Verse 2—A man from the tombs. Luna- 
tics and demon-possessed persons were left 
to wander about, though if dangerous 
bound with chains. 


The tombs were caves _ 


Verse 5.—“Cutting himself.” Like every 
sinner, however dangerous to others, he 
was his own worst enemy. So by evil 
habits do men destroy themselves and 
thwart the very purpose for which a benev- 
olent Creator brought them into the world. 


Verse 6.—“He saw Jesus.” <A sight of 
God’s blessed Son changed everything for 
him. Attracted to Jesus, he ran to him 
and, falling at his feet, adored him. It 
was not yet real intelligence of his mis- 
sion. That would come later. But he was 
irresistibly attracted to the only one who 
could deliver him. 


Verse 7.—Cried aloud. It was the voice 
of the controlling demon that cried out. 
The evil spirit so dominated the personality 
of the man that he acted as spokesman and 
pleaded before the judge of angels and men 
for respite from dreaded punishment, which 
he knew must certainly come eventually. 


Verse 8—What Jesus had said. But 


Jesus had anticipated him and commanded 
the demon to leave his victim. 


Verse 9.—“Legion.” The reality of de- 
mon possession comes out clearly in this 
narrative. Jesus makes the evil one con- 
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fess his name. Not one, but many spirits, 
like a host of soldiers had taken control 
of this helpless victim, for whom their un- 
clean leader spoke. 


Verse 10.—The demon’s prayer. The evil 
spirit pleaded not to be confined in per- 
dition. There is a mystery here that Scrip- 
ture does not clearly explain, but it seems 
evident that demons are fallen spirits who 
are permitted certain liberties until the day 
of judgment, when their final destiny will 
be the lake of fire (Matt. 25:41). 

Verses 11 and 12.—“Send us into the 
swine.” The mystery deepens. Apparently 
any kind of embodiment is preferred to 
absolute disembodiment. 


Verse 13.—Permission to enter the swine. 
To their strange request Jesus acceded, 
with the consequent destruction of the 
whole herd of unclean beasts who were 
being kept by the people of Gadara con- 
trary to the law of God. It is a remark- 
able commentary on the capacity of man 
for evil that one person could be the habi- 
tation for more demons than a whole herd 
of 2,000 swine could contain and live! 


Verse 14—The keepers flee. Terrified, 
the keepers fled and spread the news of 
these startling happenings through the city 
and surrounding district, so that the peo- 
ple hastened to see what had occurred. 

Verse 15.—Clothed and sensible. They 
found the one-time demoniac completely 
delivered. No longer a naked, wild man, 
he was decently clothed, calm in spirit, and 
sitting composedly at the feet of his de- 
liverer. It filled the people with awe. 

Verse 16.—Spreading the news. Eye- 
witnesses confirmed the story and explained 
what had taken place. 


Verse 17.—They prayed him to depart. 
We might have supposed Jesus would now 
have received a royal welcome, but instead 
they were afraid of him and besought him 
to leave their country. Evidently, they 
cared more for the swine than for the sal- 
vation of the once possessed man. How 
little they appreciated the value of a human 
soul! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Every renewed man is a _ witness for 
Christ. It is almost necessary to go out 
of the lesson to get the really important 
part of it, for it is in the verses that fol- 
low (18 to 20) that we learn something 
of the marvelous results of the deliverance 
of the demoniac. At first he pleaded to 
be permitted to go with Jesus, but was 
told to go home to his friends and tell of 
the Lord’s goodness to him. This he did, 
and published abroad the glad story of his 
salvation from the awful power that had 
cursed his life for so long. Elsewhere we 
learn that when Jesus returned to that 
region he was gladly received (Mark 6: 
53-56). There is no more successful way 
to influence others than by the personal 
testimony of one who has been saved him- 
self. Mere theory, however true it may be, 
is not enough. There must be a personal 
experience of saving grace if one would be 
a winner of souls. To say, “Christ can 
save sinners,” is blessedly true, but it is 
not enough. To be able to say, “He has 
saved me,” gives power to the message and 
produces assurance in the hearts of the 
hearers as they realize that the speaker is 
bearing witness to what he has himself 
experienced. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


%. February 27.—Measuring a Man’s 
WRONEEL, + Sesion cccesevsnevetesact Mark 5: 1-17 
10. March 6.—Serving with What We 
BEBVOS cccescascscdengscceviececs Mark 6 : 1-13 
11. March 13.—Feeding the Hungry. 
Mark 6 : 30-44 


12. March 20.—Keeping the Body Strong 
(A personal aspect of temperance), 
Mark 6: 53-56; Judges 13: 12-14; Xx 
Corinthians 3 : 16, 17; Romans 12:1, 2 
13. March 27.—Correcting Wrong Ideas of 
er re ere Mark 7: 1-13 
Second Quarter 
1. April 3.—Serving Other Races. Mark 7 : 24-37 
2. April 10.—Finding Ourselves in Service. 


Mark 8 : 27-38 
3 April 17—The Victorious Servant 
CRUNMOOE) Skis sec cecensccesstvss Acts 2: 22-36 


4. April 24.—Receiving Vision for Service. 
Mark 9: 2-10 








Lesson Outlines 

Curist Victor ovER SATAN’S PowER 
The Need of a Sinner 

1. Controlled by Satan (v. 2). 

2. Dwelling among the dead (v. 2). 


3. Human regulations cannot restrain or 
control (vs. 3, 4). 


4. His own worst enemy (v. 5). 
The Deliverance of a Sinner 
1. He saw Jesus (v. 6). 
. He fell at his feet (v. 7). 
. Christ’s power recognized (v. 8). 
. The evil spirit exorcised (v. 9). 
. Clothed and in his right mind (v. 15). 
. Witnessing for Jesus (v. 20). 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Satanic Power a Terrible Reality. Men 
who pride themselves on their learning, and 
imagine they are wiser than the Word of 
God may decry the Scriptural conception 
of a host of evil spirits controlled by Satan, 
but Jesus speaks of “the devil and his 
angels” and his testimony is inerrant. In 
his resurrection from the dead he triumphed 
over principalities and powers (Col. 2:15), 
“spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12, R. V.). To 
him these evil powers were very real, as 
they will be to all who walk closely by 
his side. 

None can be too bad for Christ. If the 
enemy of our souls cannot keep us from 
coming to Christ by deceiving us with the 
notion that we are good enough for God 
without him as our Saviour, he will often 
attempt to make us believe we are too bad 
ever to be saved. But this is impossible, 
for “Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom,” says Paul, “I am 
chief” (1 Tim. 1:15). Surely, since the 
chief of sinners has been saved already, 
none need despair. “Where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound” (Rom. 5: 
20). God delights to show his grace to 
the lowest and the vilest, as well as to 
those who have fancied themselves to be 
righteous, but have learned that all their 
righteousness is but as filthy rags in his 
sight (Isa. 64:6). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Satan’s power is a terrible reality. 
we been delivered from it? 


Have 





EIVED) 


* 119 
FER 124 ! 

Unsaved men are led by the Devil cap- 
tive at his will. j ,, Master? . 
(Rom. 6: 16.) CONPREBA TONAL Tfeeary 

The place of dch@brartec’ & bt the feet S - 
of Jesus. Have we thus gone to him? 

It is vain to try to bind the sinner with 
pledges or prohibitions. Freedom is found 
in Christ. Is he controlling our lives? 

‘Why does not Jesus allow all whom he 
delivers to be with him? Is it not that he 
needs witnesses here? Are we making his 
power known? 

Think of the value Jesus put on a human 
soul (Mark 8: 36). Do we rightly estimate 
the worth of men all about us, who are 
controlled by evil passions and dying in 
their sins? 

The Gadarenes thought more of their 
swine than of the Saviour, so they begged 


him to depart. Have we given him a royal 
welcome? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 
It is a great moment in the soul’s history 
when the sinner meets with Jesus. 


A cemetery is a poor dwelling place, yet 
all unsaved men are sleeping among the 
dead. 

A sinner bound and fettered by rules and 
regulations is a sinner still, and just as 
needy as anyone else. 

Men who are slaves to sin and Satan 
are their own enemies. 

He who refuses the truth becomes the 
prey of error. 

Hear the just law, the judgment of the skies: 
He who hates truth shall be the dupe of lies; 
And he who will be cheated to the last, 
Delusions strong as hell shall bind him fast. 
—Cowper. : 

No angel and no demon, no saved soul 
in Heaven or lost soul in hell questions 
the deity of Christ. 

Men on earth dare to do what neither 
angels nor demons attempt. 

Consider the depravity of one poor sin- 
ner who could hold more demons than two 
thousand swine! 

The judgment of God, though long de- 
ferred, is certain to come at last. 

Christ is not only judge of all mankind, 
but of the spirit world also. 

When clothed and sitting at Jesus’ feet, 
the redeemed one is satisfied. , 

Jesus does not force himself on those who 
bid him depart, but he leaves them to learn 
their need of him. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


1. Where was the country of the Gada- 
renes? 


2. When Jesus landed there, by whom 
was he met? 


3. Had any effort been made to help this 
man, and, if so, with what effect? 


4. Where did he dwell, and how did he 
behave? 


5. When he saw Jesus, what did he do? 

6. What did the demon do? 

7. What did Jesus do? 

8. What happened next? 

9. How did this impress the people of 
this district? 

10. Did the Lord heed their pleading? 

(Answers to questions on page 123.) 

CurIcaco. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid tor 

each: illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. Tke full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Why Tormented?—/ adjure thee by 
God, that thou torment me not (Mark 5:7). 
It is said that Voltaire, being pressed in his 
last moments to acknowledge the divinity 
of Christ, turned away and said feebly, 
“For the love of God, don’t mention that 
Man—allow me to die in peace!”—From 
“Sermon Notes,’ by Spurgeon. Sent by 
Helen E. Patterson, Flint, Mich. 


Even Better than Knowing.—And see 
him that was possessed with the devil ... 
sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind 
(v. 15). “It is good to be saved and 
know it,” said one. “It is better to be 
saved and show it,” said another.—From 
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The King’s Business. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


Salvation and Clothing.—And they come 
to Jesus, and see him that was possessed 
with the devil, and had the legicn, sitting, 
and clothed, and in his right mind: and 
they were afraid (v. 15). There came one 
day to my father’s little mission church 
in Swaziland a tiny, round-eyed boy, wear- 
ing nothing but a bit of skin about his 
waist. After the service he disappeared. 
The next Sunday he appeared again, clad 
this time in patched, baggy trousers. Again 
he disappeared after the service. The third 
Sunday he arrived wearing a shirt as well 
as the trousers, and my father, managing 
to catch him before he escaped, asked if 
he wouid like to come to the mission school. 
The little lad shook his head solemnly to 
this, and also to the question: “Won't you 
believe in Jesus?” The next Sunday, added 
to his other garments was a pair of large 
broken boots, and a man’s collar securely 
pinned around his tiny neck. At the end 
of the service he approached my father and 
said: “Peter ready now. Peter coming 
to school. Peter believes Jesus.”—From 
The Christian Herald and Signs of Our 
Times. Sent by Lillian L. Faris, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 


Salvation Never Forced.—They were 
afraid . .. and they began to pray him to 
depart out of their coasts (vs. 15, 17). Is 


A DEFEATED AND DOOMED FOE 


Bb be Son of God was manifested, that he might 


destroy the works of the devil” 


I John 3:8. 


“that through death He might bring to nouglt (0) 
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil” 


Heb. 2:14, RV. 
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our view of people and property the view 
of the Lord Jesus? Let us make the choice, 
and let it not be said of us as: John Oxen- 
ham said of the Gadarenes in his striking 
verse on this miracle: 


Our ways are not as Thine, 
Thou lovest men, we — swine. 


Christ stands without your deor and gently 


nocks, 
But if your gold, or swine, the entrance 
blocks, 
He forces no man’s hold, He will depart 
And leave you to the treasures of your heart, 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Roger J. Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


What Really Made the Trouble ?— 
And they began to beseech him to depart 
from their borders (v. 17, R. V.). The 
story is told of a lady who daily traveled 
on a train between the city and the sub- 
urbs. The route ran past a glue factory, 
the smell of which was most offensive. To 
offset this the lady usually carried a bot- 
tle of smelling salts which she used until 
the train was past the radius of the -fac- 
tory. A countryman one morning was on 
the train, probably for the first time, and 
sat near her. He saw the lady take from 
her bag a small bottle, uncork it, and hold 
it to her nose. A moment later the train 
was filled with a sickening odor. He stood 
it as long as he could, then said, “Madam, 
would you mind putting the cork back into 
that bottle of yours?” The ignorant coun- 
tryman supposed the bottle was making all 
the trouble, whereas the bottle was the only 
thing in the car that was doing anything 
to overcome the trouble—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. e 


The Hog and the Boy.—How much 
then is a man better than a sheep? (Golden 
Text). A few years ago people were 
gathered about a prize hog that was being 
exhibited at the Dallas Fair. This crea- 
ture had just been presented with a blue 
ribbon, his hoofs had been manicured, and 
his hair looked as if he had just returned 
from the beauty parlor. The man who 
bred and raised that creature was surely 
a success in that particular. But the one 
who had this hog in charge was a small 
boy, possibly twelve years of age. He 
was sallow-faced, hatched-heeled, hollow- 
chested, and seemed bent on burning up all 
the cigarettes in the world as soon as pos- 
sible. The most arresting part of the whole 
story was this. The owner of the prize 
hog was the father of the pathetic boy. 
What was wrong with this father? Not 
that it was wrong for him to do well in 
treatment of animals, but he became so in- 
terested in them that he was blind to the 
best for his boy. He fell into the deadly 
sin of majoring on minor things.——From 
“The Covenanter Witness.” Sent by Dr. 
William H. Ensign, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Prize illustration. 

4 


But is it not written, “The Lord will 
provide’? It is: but it is written again, 
“Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 
Hastily to plunge ourselves into difficulties, 
upon a persuasion that he will find some 
way to extricate us, seems to me @ species 
of tempting him—John Newton. 


. 


Lesson for February 27 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our heavenly 
Father, thou hast great compassion upon those 
in desperate need. Thou dost set before them 
a way of hope, for it is in Christ Jesus, our 
Saviour and Lord, that men find the fulfilling 
of their needs and of their hopes. Out of this 
picture of deep distress which our lesson gives 
us today, emerges a triumphant picture of thy 
love and thy power. If any of us are in the 
grip of sin today, knowing ourselves unable to 
rid ourselves of the burden, we pray that thou 
wilt do for any such a cleansing work that is 
needed in that life. Bewildered and distressed, 
and bound in chains stronger than chains of 
iron, the sinner needs the release that thou 
dost offer. Thou art all powerful in bringing 
that release tq the one distressed and bound. 
Qur Father, grant that we may understand 
what it means when we know from thy Word 
that sin is not to have dominion over us. May 
we enter into that great truth of victory in 
Christ, through his indwelling presence and 
power. In his dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—More than one man 
in our own day has been eager to tell 
what the Lord has done for him in freeing 
him from the terrible bondage of sin. This 
doesn’t mean that there is no power left in 
man to commit sin if he wills to do so, but 
it does mean that we have the promise that 
“sin shall not have dominion over you,” 
sin shall not be the ruling power in our 
lives if we will commit ourselves to the 
Lord Jesus. Just ask yourself, Who is in 
charge of your life? Is it the group of 
evil desires that come nagging at you, or 





A PLAIN QUESTION 


ARE YOU TRULY RATEFUL 
FOR THE GRACE OF OD 


THEN TELL OTHERS! 











rushing in upon you, or is it the presence 
and power of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
daily fellowship with him moment by mo- 
ment? It will make a great difference to 
you today, and in the long run, which way 
you are facing, and facing toward him, his 
grace is sufficient for his believing fol- 
lowers. If you have opened your life to 
him so that the Lord is really in contrel, 
what good news you have to tell your 
friends of how great things the Lord has 
done for you! Will you be rightly thank- 
ful for his work for you? Will you tell 
others about it? Are you content to do 
less than the poor fellow whose story is 
told in this lesson? God help us all to be 
thankful, and to tell the story of his grace! 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
4 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The ‘“Legion.”—My name is Legion: 
for we are many (Mark 5:9). This is 
one occasion when a prominent member 
of the great Liar Family told the truth 
(John 8: 44). 

I have been reading an historical sketch 
of one of Satan’s favorite Earth Families. 
The Herod Clan. Old Man Herod, the 
founder, was he who killed the Bethlehem 
boy babies and set “Rachel weeping for 
her children” (Jer. 31:15). The rest of 
the evil and unspeakable breed stepped right 
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along in the old man Herod’s incarnadined 
footprints to the cheers of the “Legions.” 

From the day of Jesus down to the day 
of this Sunday school lesson, the “Legion” 
has been always in evidence. When you 
read the history of the Inquisition, and 
look over the catalogue of the tortures, you 
will meet deviltries you could never have 
imagined. 

As you skim over the columns of your 
newspaper tomorrow you will likely make 
the acquaintance of some members of the 
“Legion” you have never met before. A 
few years ago several of the breed kid- 
naped a little girl and hid her in a box 
buried in the heat of a Western desert. 
Fortunately, they caught the human devils, 
and so rank was their deviltry the other 
prisoners in the jail booed them. 

Should one or more of the “Legion” 
move in on you, all I can say is, “You're 
a goner.” You are doomed both for this 
world and the next, unless your captor 
hears the voice of the Lord Jesus. There 
is only one voice the Legion obeys. It 
is Heaven alone who can order Satan 
around. It is only Heaven who can say 
to the Head of the Legion, “Get thee be- 
hind me!” And Old Satan “gets” (Matt. 
16:23; Luke 4:8). 

The Right Kind.—Jesus gave them leave 
(v. 13). “My friends, you will notice from 
this incident in the life of our Lord that 
the Devil cannot touch even a hog without 
the special permission of Heaven,” so spake 
Friend John Dean, the “Quaker Evangel- 
ist,” who was holding meetings years ago 
in our newly formed Y. M. C. A. here in 
Coatesville. I have never forgotten it. In- 
deed, it is the only thing I remember about 
Friend Dean, except that George Joly was 
converted under him when he was a lad 


~ of sixteen, and Joly’s dad, who was not a 


Christian, drove the boy from home. When 
Joly married he named his boy John Dean 
Joly, after the man who led his dad into 
the Kingdom. Joly is a prosperous Phila- 
delphia manufacturer and merchant. 

So, Christian friend, you need never fear 
the Devil. He doesn’t dare touch you 
unless—.- You are of more value than 
many sparrows, and are always safe’ if 
you roost with. the Lord’s kind (Matt. 
107i; -Psar G4: 5): 

One winter I was visiting my friend the 
late Mr. A. F. Huston, President of the 
Lukens ‘Steel Company and also President 
of our local Y. M. C. A., at his winter 
home at Palm Beach, Fla. He was show- 
ing me the sights of that resort of the 
High Muck-a-Mucks. We came to the 
swell club. At one of the tables there was 
a millionaire winter resident with a- bot- 
tle of liquor and a siphon of soda. The 
man apparently knew my host, so he cried, 

“Gentlemen, come and have one with 
me!” 

“No, thank you,” replied Mr. Huston, as 
he moved on. The man, who was half 
drunk, arose and said, “Come on, I insist!” 

Mr. Huston turned, with his Quaker 
blood in boil, and said in a withering voice: 

“Look here, Blank, I want you to under- 
stand distinctly, now and forever, we are 
not your kind!” 

It takes a riled Quaker to speak his mind 
even to “one of the leading citizens of 
New York City.” We Sunday school folks 
are in a class of our own, with a special 
label, and are not the Devil’s kind, and we 
have no fear of one, or a legion. 
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“Get Out.”—They began to pray him 
to depart out of their coasts (v. 17). What 
are the sick and the lame and the blind in 
value as against profitable live stock! 
These Gadarenes were on the other side 
of Galilee, but we still have them on this 
side of the water also. (Luke 14: 1-5.) 

Here is an old one, but now Jimmy Jones 
has grown up and has never heard it. The 
“Big Boss” came around to where Old 
Tom was currying a big Percheron. Said 
Tom to the President: 

“Mr. Norton, me and this here hoss. has 
been a workin’ fer the company steady fer 
nigh on to twenty year.” 

“Is that so!” exclaimed his Highness. 
“IT expect the company sets great store by 
the faithfulness of both of you.” 

“Hm-m-m! Well, sir, I don’t just know. 
The both o’ us was taken sick awhile ago, 
an’ had to lay off work. They sent an’ 
got a doctor fer the hoss. But they just 
docked my pay!” 

No, you need not write. This happened. 
before “Social Security Legislation.” But 
who is the man to stand up and say that right 
now thousands are not putting pigs before 
piety, gain before God, cash before 
Christ? 

In Pennsylvania an overwhelming House 
and Senate broke the Sabbath law that 
baseball clubs might make money on Sun- 
day ball. At the following session the 
Democrats, with the badly defeated Re- 
publicans, knocked the “entering wedge” in 
further to open the Lord’s day so the 
theaters could make more money. 

While no longer Devil-driven swine rush 
down Gadarene hillsides to their deaths, 
yet thousands are, in effect, crying to the 
Bringer of Blessings, “Get yourself out of 
here!” Russia. Germany. Certain col- 
lege professors! 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Material: Draw a broken chain to be 
pasted in the children’s books. Use a 
larger one on your board. Let the chil- 
dren print the Memory Verse. 











{ %-- man in our lesson today is a ’ter- 
rible one. He was so wild and crazy 
that nobody could keep him in his home, 
so he lived out in the cemetery where there 
were caves. I suppose people were afraid 
to go near the graves because he was always 
there, crying and screaming. He was so 
strong that even chains wouldn’t hold him. 
He snapped them in pieces. He was a 
wild, wild man. 

But one day the Lord Jesus came that 
way and this wild man saw him coming, 
and ran to meet him. But the man said 
a strange thing. He said he knew that 
Jesus was the Son of God, and begged him 
not to torment him. The Lord Jesus knew 
it was evil spirits that made the man say 
that, so he cast out the evil spirits, and 
they took possession of a herd of hogs that 
were feeding near by, and they, went so 
crazy that they ran down the slope into 
the sea, and were all drowned. 

But the man was well; he cleaned him- 
self up, and dressed himself, and sat and 
talked with Jesus. People saw him sit- 
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ting there clothed and in his right mind. 
When Jesus went away, this man wanted 
to follow him, but the Lord told him to go 
back home and tell his own people what 
the Lord had done for him. So this man 
became a disciple, too, but he went home 
to preach instead of going with Jesus. 

When we get to Heaven, I expect we'll 
see this man with some of the people he 
won to the Lord, just telling them what 
the Lord Jesus did for him. How many 
are you and I going to have with us, 
saved because we told them of the Lord 
Jesus? 

Sin is like this chain that we have today. 
The poor man of Gadara had to be bound 
with a chain because of demons in control 
of him. When we are away from the Lord, 
lost in sin, we are bound with a chain. 
Jesus Christ healed that man, so he didn’t 
need a chain any more. The Lord Jesus 
breaks the chains of sin for us, 

Are you chained, or has Christ broken 
your chains and set you free? 


Mopesto, CAtir. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: The Point of View. 

Discussion: What are the surface things 
by which we often judge people? What 
are the inside things which do not always 
come out, without patient waiting, by 
which we should form our opinions of peo- 
ple? 

Objective: Looking upon every fellow 
as a prospective disciple of Jesus Christ. 











AY, fellows, how do you form your 

opinion of another fellow? By the 
clothes he wears, or the way he talks, or 
his awkwardness, or his strength, or his 
popularity or unpopularity; or by some- 
thing valuable he gives you, or his skill in 
some sport, or his scholarship, or by what 
others say about him? This is important 
and will have a lot to do with the satisfac- 
tion you get out of life and the blessing 
you are to others. Think of the fellows 
you know. Doubtless you already have a 
very definite opinion of them. How did 
you arrive at it? What was your point 
of view? 

I know some people who made a very 
bad impression on me at first. I didn’t 
like them at all. But as I came to know 
them better and got a view of their real 
selves, I discovered -worth while friends — 
some have become very warm personal 
friends. You can’t always risk the first 
outside appearances of folks. Give them 
time to unfold. Some people never show 
the best sides of themselves on first ac- 
quaintance; either through timidity, or an 
inferiority complex — or maybe they are not 
getting a good impression of you! 

Now, if I should make you this proposi- 
tion and you would think calmly I know 
you would agree to it. The truest estimate 
that can be made of anybody, — and there- 
fore the safest and happiest in its results, 
— would be the estimate that God would 
make. Is that not correct? Sure, you 
say. But we rarely try to get at it that 
way. We accept outward appearances and 
behavior and form a quick judgment. Even 
the old prophet Samuel had to be guided 
by God’s Spirit when he selected David 
from among his handsome and _ stalwart 
brothers, to be the king of Israel. One 
by one came before him those splendid 
young men, kingly material as selected by 
their own father Jesse, each one rejected, 
until only one was left, and David was 
called from the field where he watched his 
sheep. David“Wwas just a lad. Saul, you 
remember, afterward called him a “strip- 
ling” (1 Sam. 17:56). But the Lord told 
Samuel to anoint him, for said he: “The 
Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart.” 

When the Lord Jesus saw that poor, 
raving man in the tombs of Gadara, he 
did not see him as those who sought to 
imprison him had seen him. They saw 
him only as a depraved, lost man, a menace 
to the community ; they saw him as a great, 
strong beast of a man, breaking his chains 
and tearing his clothing to shreds, running 
wild—capable of doing any amount of 
damage. And he was all of that. But the 
Lord Jesus saw in that man a poor devil- 
possessed sinner who needed the healing 


February 12, 1938 


touch he could give him, to set him free 
from his weakness, and remake him into 
a good citizen and a real disciple.. The 
Lord Jesus proceeded at once to do that 
very thing, and the record is that when 
the swineherds ran into the city and told 
about it, the people came out and saw the 
man “sitting, and clothed, and in his right 
mind.” And they were afraid. It was such 
a rare and unusual thing. And that man 
was so grateful and so attracted to Jesus 
that he begged him to let him follow him 
around ; but the Lord said, No, you go back 
home and tell your friends what the Lord 
did for you. He did. He ran back to his 
own town and told his own people; then 
he went to nine other towns and told them 
about the Lord Jesus. 

Fellows, get this, if you don’t get any- 
thing else. Think of the vilest and meanest 
man in your community. That man, if 
touched by the power of Jesus Christ, wili 
flame into discipleship with a ringing testi- 
mony. Ask yourself —ask the Lord — if 
he might have a plan to use you to make 
the connection. I know of stranger things 
than that which have happened. 

AsHeEsoro, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To show the girls that through 
Christ alone their lives will be worth while. 


Activity.—Bring articles mentioned in 
this lesson to represent material values. 
The following verses, written on slips of 
paper, may be passed to class and read as 
each object is discussed. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘The Lord seeth not as 
man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the 
heart” (1 Sam. 16: 7b). 











© pee. did you ever think that perhaps 
you were not smart, or good looking, 
or rich enough to amount to very much? 
Have you ever been laughed at or pushed 
to the outside of a circle of playmates 
whom you wanted to join and you won- 
dered what was wrong with you? Our 
Memory Verse mentions two ways of rat- 
ing a person’s value. One is used by the 
world and the other is God’s standard of 
measure. Repeat the verse together. : 

Let us study some of the factors which 
give a person favor in the eyes of the 
world, and see what is the ultimate value 
of each of these things. Here is some 
money. (Show a dollar bill or other piece 
of money.) What does this represent? 


Yes, it stands for riches and fortune. How 
does this count with the world? We need 
money in order to maintain life. Then, 


as standards of living increase we want 
more money so more of the comforts of 
life may be enjoyed. That motive is all 
right if we are not, at the same time, 
neglecting more vital things. Psalm 49: 
6, 7 tells us of something of greater value 
than money. What is that? 

What is the measuring rod for social 
position? (Show a newspaper clipping. 
from a society column.) There are nu- 
merous social standards. Some folks base 
their judgment of another upon his _rec- 
ord in the social register. What did the 
Lord say in his day to a group of people 
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who considered themselves privileged mem- 
bers of the best class? (Luke 16:15.) A 
day will come when titled names and list- 
ings in the social blue book will be of. no 
value. Another Book will be opened and 
its listings will be studied (Rev. 21:27). 
Girls, how can you be sure your name will 
be there? . 

Here, surely, is something of value. (Dis- 
play some schoolbooks.) What do these 
represent? Each one of you should try to 
obtain all the culture and wisdom that you 
can, but education alone will not satisfy 
you, nor can it solve all your problems (2 
Tim. 3:7).. We certainly need to spend 
much time in quiet communion with the 
Lord and be instructed by the Holy Spirit 
so that we may be able to separate the true 
from the false in life (John 16::13). 

This is something which is valued by 
girls in particular. (Show a small looking 

~ glass.) So much is said these days about 

beauty that frequently the search for per- 
sonal attractiveness becomes a major ob- 
session with a girl (Prov. 31:30). The 
wrong use of beauty leads many promising 
young people to destruction (Prov. 6:25). 
Let each of you, today, dedicate your ap- 
pearance to the Lord that his beauty and 
his light may radiate through you (Matt. 
5:36). 

Another factor which the world values 
is one that we cannot see or feel with our 
senses. It is personality. We hear a great 
deal about the assets of personality and how 
to develop it, but altogether too frequently 
personality. is commercialized and paraded 
before the public until it becomes warped 
and unworthy. “Having men’s persons in 
admiration because of advantage” (Jude 
16). Won’t you girls do with your per- 
sonalities what the Corinthian Christians 
did? They “first gave their own selves 
to the Lord” (2 Cor. 8:5). 

Now let us see how God values us. 
Repeat John 3:16. Why did he love us? 
(2 Cor. 6:18.) He wanted us to become 
members of his family. 

In our lesson today we have the story 
of a man who, from a human point of 
view, was worth absolutely nothings He 
possessed none of the factors which the 
world considers when determining a man’s 
value. He was contributing nothing toward 
the welfare of mankind. Instead, he was 
a public nuisance. But how differently the 
Son of God looked upon him. He saw 
there not the useless mind and body, but 
a precious, eternal soul, and he wanted 
that soul for himself. 

(Read the story.) How did the man 
respond when he saw the Lord? 1. In 
spite of the clamoring of evil spirits, he 
realized that the Lord Jesus possessed- a 
power that could control him. 2. He real- 
ized, also, that this same Lord could re- 
store him to a normal condition physically 
and mentally. 

What took place during the transforma- 
tion of the wrecked life into a life of -use- 
fulness? 1. The demons which possessed 
the man were not only cast out, they were 
completely destroyed. 2. The man’s body 
and mind were healed, and he regained his 
self-respect. 

With his transformation came new goals. 
1. First he wanted to remain with the 
Lord to worship, and perhaps to escape the 
responsibility of facing old friends. 2. The 
Lord had a harder task for him. He sent 
the man back to his home town to regain 
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the respect of his fellow men, and become 
a living testimony to the glory of God. 
This man, whose life had been worthless, 
became fruitful when he let Christ take con- 
trol (v. 20). 

Girls, what the world thinks of you does 
not matter, but it does matter eternally 
what the heavenly Father thinks. The 
same Lord who cast out the demons is able 
to cast out all the fears and despair that 
trouble you (Rom. 8: 37). Do you remem- 
ber a motto from John 15:5 and Philip- 
pians 4:13 which we had some time ago? 
“Without Christ—nothing!” “Through 
Christ — all!” 

Next week we shall learn how the dis- 
ciples started to help the Master. Review 
the names of the disciples and learn 1 
Corinthians 16: 13. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


. ? o 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 119) 

1. On the east of the Sea of Galilee. 

2. By .a man- possessed with an unclean 
spirit. 

3- He had been bound with fetters, but by 
superhuman power he broke his chains. 

4. In the mountains and among the tombs, 
crying and cutting himself with stones. 

5. Ran to him and worshiped him. 

6. Begged Jesus not to torment him. 

7. He delivered the man from the power 
of Legion. 

8. The demon horde (for they were many) 
entered into a herd of swine and filled them 
with frenzy, so that they ran into the sea 
and were choked. 

9. They were afraid and prayed him to 
depart out of their coasts. 


10. He did, and left them to learn their 
need of him. 








The Victorious Life 




















The Spring Conference 





HE annual spring Victorious Life Con- 
4 ference will be held from Thursday to 
Saturday, March 10, 11, and 12, in the Arch 
Street Methodist Church, Broad and Arch 
Streets, Philadelphia, under the auspices of 
the Victorious Life Testimony. 
The Rev. Roland T. Philips, pastor of 
the Arlington Presbyterian Church, Balti- 
more, will lead the Bible Study hour; 
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card plainly written to 

(CAN INLAND MOUNTAIN MISSION 
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under the direction of Clarence H. Benson, 
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The All Bible Graded Series offers a chal- 
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hearts and holds them for Christ. 
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Noteworthy Bocks 


On the essentials of the Christian Faith; from our 
recent Prize Book Contest. Price $1.50 each, 
Except Ye Repent ..... Harry A. fronside 
The Cross of Christ... . George P. Pierson 
A Mighty Winner of Souls, Frank G. Beardsley 
Send for our fall list of Evangelical Books. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
7 West 45th Street New York, N. Y. 
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Bishop William Culbertson, pastor of the 
Church of the Atonement (Reformed Epis- 
copal), Philadelphia, will speak during the 
Victorious Life hour; and Dr. William H. 
Chisholm, a medical missionary of fourteen 
years’ experience in Korea, will give the 
missionary messages, 
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tic service and special days. Complete or- 
chestration if desired. Green waterproof cloth 
binding, at only 40c each, bristol paper 25c 
each in lots of 100 (not prepaid). 


Ask about our YOUTH HYMNAL .. . a book 
that meets the religious needs of youth today. 
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any minister, superintendent or committee 
member, Write us about your needs, 


RODEHEAVER 
MAE K 2A 


Suite 1362 « 28 E. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 6. The World of Jesus’ Day Compared 
with Ours. Matt. 23 : 1-7, 23-26, 373 11 3 20-24. 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, February 27 


Why Does Our Church Maintain 
Colleges? (Prov. 2: 1-11) 





Mon.—To educate the ministry (Eph. 4: 
11-16). 

Tues.—To carry on home training (2 Tim. 
I ? I-10). 

Wed.—To instruct in the truth (Jude 1- 


11). 
Thurs.—Paul the professor (Acts 19:9). 
Fri—Jesus the teacher (Matt. 5 : 1-10). 
Sat.—A college for teachers (2 Chron. 34: 
15-22). 3 











EARLY all of our early American 

colleges were founded by Christian 
churches, and for years were closely affili- 
ated with the respective denominations 
under which they were established. Even 
in this present day, out of some six hun- 
dred and fifty colleges and universities in 
our land, less than two hundred are listed 
as undenominational or non-sectarian. 


p-4 

In the early days, the chief service of 
our colleges was considered to be the train- 
ing of young men for the ministry. Ac- 
cordingly, their curricula were modeled on 
those of the English universities, which 
included the classics, Hebrew, religion, 
logic, and philosophy. Later, when the 
sciences were introduced, and natural his- 
tory, and modern languages, and still fater, 
industrial and technical education, and 
higher education became increasingly popu- 
lar, many Christians sent their young peo- 
ple to the particular college of their de- 
nomination because they felt their youth 
would thus be stimulated and encouraged 
in the faith of their fathers and protected 
from undesirable influence. 

Toward this same end, many zealous 
Christians endowed, or helped to endow, 
many of our colleges, with the sincere 
belief that they were providing for young 
people an education that would build up 
and strengthen a strong, evangelical faith. 


However, down through the years the 
picture has gradually changed. A num- 
ber of colleges, founded originally by Chris- 
tian denominations, openly threw off all 
allegiance to the denominations that gave 
them birth. Others gradually became per- 
meated with so-called higher criticism and 
liberal theology. Recently, in the Bible 
department of an acknowledged denomina- 
tional college, a professor assured in-com- 
ing students that if any of them had a 


shred of belief left in the Old Testament, 
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even that would be dissipated before they 
had finished his course. Instead of institu- 
tions where the faith of young people might 
be preserved and strengthened, many of our 
colleges have degenerated to places where 
evangelical faith is destroyed or damaged. 
9g 
The situation in the seminaries has not 
been far different. As “liberal” professors 
have denied the verbal inspiration of the 
Scriptures, have cast doubt upon the mir- 
acles, and sought to discredit the Old Tes- 
tament, young men from evangelical Chris- 
tian homes, sent to such seminaries by 
sacrificial, God-fearing parents or friends, 
have had their faith destroyed, and have 
been sent out to preach an emasculated 
gospel, which acknowledges no vicarious 
atonement, no virgin birth, and no bodily 
resurrection, and offers no Bible as the 
inspired Word of God. Sadly enough, 
seminaries that once were the children of 
evangelical faith have often proved to be 
the source of apostasy. 
$8 
Nevertheless, as in every age, God has 
not left himself without a witnessing rem- 
nant. There are still some colleges and 
seminaries that have not bowed the knee 
to the Baal of evolution, higher criticism, 
liberalism, and Unitarianism. Information 
as to such schools and colleges and semi- 
naries can be obtained from the World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Association, 1020 
Harmon Place, Minneapolis, Minn.; the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago; and from 
such evangelical periodicals as The Moody 
Monthly, The King’s Business, and THE 
Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs. 
If the pastor of your church accepts the 
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whole Bible as the inspired Word of God, 
he should be able to help you obtain infor- 
mation concerning the opportunities offered 
and the evangelical position of your own 
denominational colleges. Certainly any- 
thing so important as a college education or 
a seminary training should be a matter of 
careful and prayerful investigation. Ask 
God to direct you to the institution of his 
choice. If you are obedient to his guid- 
ance, you may be assured of his keeping 
power and his richest blessing. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
+>. J, aA 

Dear Mother Ruth: I have a friend, in fact 
a boy friend, who is now going through a 
period of testing, that of doubt in God. This 
spring I had a similar experience myself about 
which he knows. Here is the question: In 
what way can I help him to “find” himself 
and restore his belief and faith in God? 4 
would not feel the burden so much, if he had 
parents to whom he could go for advice, but 
he is an orphan and will be a freshman in col- 
lege soon with very little money —in fact, 
none. 

The only way I am able to contact him is 
through correspondence. We have been friends 
for several years. I am to be a senior in high 
school, and he will be a freshman in college. 
How should I offer encouragement in my let- 
ters? -And he sure needs much of that now, 
for he is right down and out. I have been 
asking God to help him and give him strength 
and guidance. What else should I do? He 
has chosen a liberal school. Perhaps there 
would be some booklet or book other than 
the Bible that he would find helpful to read, 
for he is quite a reader. 


M* DEAR GIRL: I am much inter- 
ested in this boy friend, who is floun- 
dering in the darkness of doubt, just When 
he needs:all the light from Heaven to guide 
him through this period of his life. I can 
appreciate your anxiety, for having suffered 
the same experience, you feel the more 
keenly for him, and I am sure you can 
help him over this temptation and hill of 
difficulty. 

First, you can help him by witnessing 
to the power of God in your own life, 
during a similar struggle. He will know 
you understand, and your sympathy will 
be the more telling because you really know 
what the conflict means. Give forth a posi- 
tive testimony of what God wrought in you, 
and the happiness which comes from believ- 
ing and knowing God for yourself. Do not 
be afraid to assail the enemy, and give to 
your friend a description of the suffering 
of doubt. Then give your present joy and 
delight in serving and following the Creator 
of the world and the skies and the heavens. 
You have something in which to rejoice, 
and you will find it will have its effect on 
him. 

Prayer is your greatest power to help 
this boy. God is greater than your fears 
and greater than all that can come against 
you through the endeavors of Satan. With 
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Forty Children are Waiting for an 
Answer to Their Prayer 


One of our missionaries on the border of Soviet Russia has organized a Sun- 
day school in the village of Z. The Lord has marvelously blessed this work. 


Forty young people are attending his class regularly. With the approach of 
the bitter cold weather many of the children must stay home because their 
parents are too poor to buy shoes for them. The children do not want to 
miss the Lord’s house and they wrote us the following pitiful letter : 


** Dear Uncle: We are Christ’s little warriors of the Sunday school in the village 
of Z. Weall love Jesus and like to attend Sunday school regularly, but our parents 
are so poor that they are not able to buy us shoes and wig es y walkin Lae Na 
footed in winter we often get a cold and are c iled to be away from Sunday 
school, enduring physical suffering. Please dear > Dnelas help us buy footwear. 


Ww di his | ith , belli that the Lord will 

our need through you. ‘Thanh vou, with boot toishes from Christ's little warriors.” 
We must encourage these children’s faith in God. We trust the Lord will 
lay the need of Christ’s little warriors upon the hearts of His many dear 
children. We ask you who believe in God’s mercies to pray for these 
little ones, and to send your gifts to the 


RUSSIAN CHRISTIAN - RELIEF SOCIETY 


REV. PETER PLESHKO, General Director : 
Formerly Field Sec’y of the Russian Gospel Ass’n of Chicago 
Room S-506, 690 Eighth Avenue NEW YORK CITY 
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“Preach the Word” 


The Division of Philosophy and 
Religious Education of Houcu- 
Ton COLLEGE trains students for 
the work of the Ministry, of the 
Mission Field, and of Christian 
Education. Courses are arranged 
to meet the needs of both full 
time and part time Christian 
workers, of prospective Ministers, 
and of those with experience wish- 
ing further instruction. 


The growth of this division has been 
especially rapid. Last year it was 27%. 
So great has been the demand for this 
type of preparation that the College will 
commence in September, 1937, an ad- 
vanced course leading to the degree B.D., 
with added facilities and staff. This wiil 
doubtless result in further rapid advances. 


Hovucuton was especially founded for the 
education of young men and women of 
limited means. The necessary all-expense 
budget in Religious Education runs as 
low as $355. Scholarships, and other 
means of self-help are also available. 
Write for complete information. 

An Annuity Contract with Houghton 

College offers elderly people a high 


rate of income. Ask for details. Ad- 
dress Dept. T238. 


man of the Division, preaching 
Srom the pulpit of the new Houghton 
Church. Inset, a part of the Reli- 
gious Majors of Houghton College. 
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843-845 N. Wells St., Chicago, Ill. 


Remember Russia 


A great white nation is perishing. The sufferings of 
Christians in Soviet Russia are indescribable. nd yet— 
they are members of the same body of Christ to which we 
belong. Do their sufferings mean nothing to us? Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 

‘The Russian Missionary Society is doing its utmost for 
those who sit in the shadow of death. any thousands 
of dollars fer support of missionaries and for_relief and 
for orphans have been sent by us into Soviet Russia and 
its border states. No time must be lost, if we really have 
at heart the Lord’s cause on the far-flung Russian Mis- 
sion Field. 

Please pray earnestly, and then —Whatsoever He tells 
you to do, do it with all your might. 

Gifts for relief, or missionaries, or orphans can be ad- 
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M. N. Fetler, Secretary 
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ee As the Titanic sank, the 
ship’s band played “Nearer My God 
To Thee.” Sarah Fowler Adams 
wrote this hymn when ill health 
alte her career and brought her 
closer to God. In countless churches, 

TABERNACLE HYMNS NUM- 
BER THREE” is helping bring souls 
to God through this and hundreds of 
other inspired hymns. 
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the help of the almighty One you will be 
able to win the boy back to the path of 
truth and righteousness. God is on your 
side, and you will find that nothing can 
stand against. the prayers of God’s children. 
God gave his only Son that salvation should 
come to just such needy ones. Prayer can 
help this boy combat all that will be pre- 
sented to him, against the truth, and will 
quietly influence him when he does not 
realize from whence the help comes. But 
you will know the secret, and God will be 
true and faithful to your requests. 

Your friend will probably find a peculiar 
fascination, which comes to so many, when 
he begins to use his intellectual powers to 
increase knowledge and depth of thought. 
Only God is sufficient for these things, 
and through your prayers he can make this 
boy a victor over the powers in the college 
which work for the overthrow of the faith 
so essential to a triumphant and successful 
future. 

I wish you «vould get a book called “The 
Bible Confirmed by Science,” by W. Bell 
Dawson, published by Marshall, Morgan 
and Scott, Ltd., London, Eng. (It may be 
had from the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden St.,; Philadelphia, $1.25.) 
You. might be able to find it in a public 
library. It is not an expensive book, but 
is invaluable. Then a little booklet called 
“The Wonder of the Book,” by Professor 
Dyson Hague, can be had for five cents, 
if you address “Truth for Students,” 518 
N. Twenty-ninth Street, Corvallis, Oreg. 
I would suggest that you get two of these 
books and keep one to read if he makes any 
comments on it. Also from the same place 
and for the same price, get another leaflet 
called, “Truth for Students —The Other 
Side of the Question.” This material will 
help in the defense of the greatest book 
in the world. 

I will be glad to know the results attained 
through your efforts in the power of the 
Mighty One. 





[ Children at Home 


The Honorable Name 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


66 A-MA.” cried a little Indian girl, 

rushing into the courtyard of her 
home, and stamping her foot hard on the 
mud veranda as she shouted out, “those 
horrid Das boys have been calling names 
after me.” 

There was a yell from the street door 
as several grimy little faces peered in. 
Pratti, growing brave now that Mother 
was there, turned around angrily to shout, 
“Go away from our courtyard this min- 
ute.” 

“Yah, yah, hear the little Christian puppy 
bark,” and they danced about throwing 
a stone which narrowly missed Pratti’s 
well-oiled, black head; then they turned and 
fled. - 

When her brothers came in from school, 
and her father came home, she told them 
her grievance. But her father, who often 
preached in the tittle village church, only 
said, “What a fine name to be called, Pratti 
—a Christian, or Christ’s little one!” 
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“But they didn’t mean anything nice,” 
said Pratti. “They’re always horrid to 
us because we worship God.” 

“That is so, my little one, but they don’t 
understand. We know that to belong. to 
Christ means we've got to grow like him, 
and that will show them how wonderfully 
good and loving he is.” 

“But they threw a stone at me,” the lit- 
tle girl added tearfully. 

“Even so, little one, it didn’t hurt you, 
did it; and don’t you remember what we 
read on Worship Day about Stephen who 
showed his cruel persecutors what the Lord 
Jesus was like? I want us all, who say 
we are Christians, to try to help others by 
being patient, kind, and sweet-tempered, no 
matter how much we may have to bear for 
our Lord. Will you try, Pratti? Remem- 
ber the great honor of being called ‘Christ’s 
little one.’ ” 

Pratti nodded her head gravely. She 
made up her mind to try very hard, though 
it would indeed be difficult. 

Next day she happened to be going past 
the Das courtyard with her father when 
the boys, seeing them, dashed behind the 
water-tub, thinking Pratti’s father had come 
to complain to their parents. When they 
found nothing of that sort was going to 
happen, they came out and yelled loudly, 
“See! the Christians; see these Foreign- 
Jesus folk!” and a lot more, which made 
Pratti cling to a corner of her father’s 
coat; but he quietly went on as if he heard 
nothing. 

Then just at that very second something 
happened. Down the street came a coun- 
try cart laden with live stock, and a pig 
suddenly broke loose as the cart jerked 
over a steep rut. The man made a grab 
to catch it, letting go the reins, and the 
bullocks, alarmed by the uproar, tore down 
the village street at full speed. The young- 
est Das boy was so busy making faces at 
Pratti and her father that he did not 
notice the cart coming toward him. When 
he tried to get out of the way he tripped 
and fell right in front of it. Pratti’s father 
turned and, rushing into the road, snatched 
up the boy who was just under the bullocks’ 
feet. Up ran the farmer, holding the 
squealing pig, and glad indeed that no dam- 
age or accident had happened. The Das 
boys, looking scared to. death, crowded 
around their little brother. 

“He’s quite all right,” said his rescuer, 
“only dusty and frightened.” 

“But,” sobbed the little boy, “I’ve lost 
my five annas [pennies] that Ma gave me 
to buy sugar cane.” 

“T’ll find them,” said Pratti kindly, look- 
ing carefully all over the road until she 
managed to retrieve them. 

“Here they all are,” she said at last. 
“T am glad they weren’t lost.” 

After that the Das boys never troubled 
Pratti’s family again, but still they would 
not come to the Children’s Meeting her 
father held in his house every week. 

Pratti often asked God to make them 
want to do so, for they were now quite 
friendly. One afternoon she went out to 
the hills near by to gather wild azaleas 
to decorate their little church for Easter. 
Her mother was sick and could not go with 
her, and her elder brothers were not home 
from school. She promised to be careful, 
but in climbing up a steep bit of rocky path 
she stumbled on a muddy tree root and. fell, 
striking her head against a stone. Indeed 
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she knew nothing until she felt herself 
clumsily carried somewhere with many jolts 
and jars. 

Her head felt too queer to mind much; 
and so the older Das boys brought her 
home. 

“We found her, lying stunned, on the hill 
path,” they told her father. 

“Thank you, boys, very much indeed! I 
am sure it was the Christ we love and 
serve who let you find and help our pre- 
cious little Pratti.” 

The boys looked surprised, but the next 
week, to Pratti’s delight, they came to the 
Children’s Meeting. 

Some time later they said, “Now we, too, 
are Christ’s ones, and we will try to be 
like him, so-that others will call us by his 
great name of honor.” 


WortTHING, SuSSEX, ENG. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 21 to 27 


Mon.—Mark 5:1-17. One Man Worth Saving. 
PrayER SuccestTions: “The man, out of 
whom the devils were departed” (Luke 
8:35). Worth saving? He became an 
obedient servant of Christ, and a preacher 
of the Gospel. Faith sees potential servants 
of Christ in the demon-possessed. Think 
of men as material out of which Christ’s 
Church must be built. What sin has mar- 
red, grace can restore. Hope in God for 
“hopeless” sons of men. Pray for the Rus- 
sian Evangelical Mission, Box 5610, Phila- 
delphia. 
Tues.—John 8 : 1-11. A Woman Worth Saving. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Such should be 
stoned.” Hard hearts gather hard things 
from Scripture to throw at hard sinners. 
Christlike hearts feel for them. Killing 
stones of criticism are often thrown at sin- 
ners by Pharisaical hands; but those who 
are moved by the pity and passion of Christ 
will seek to win them for the Saviour. 
Stand far from those who would stone sin- 
ners, and weep with the One who did atone 
for sinners. Pray for Calvary love for 
sinning womanhood. 
Wed.—John 3: 14-17. 
God’s. Estimate of Man’s Worth. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He gave his only 
begotten Son.” Appraise man not by his 
practices, but by the divine approaches to 
man. Eden, Bethlehem, and Calvary hav- 
ing in view man’s formation, elevation, and 
regeneration indicate his value. The norm 
by which we come to know the value of 
the human soul is John 3:16. Pray for 
all. Christian university students. 
Thurs.—Acts 16 : 16-23. 
Paul Champions Womanhood. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Her masters saw 
that the hope of their gains was gone.” 
Heavenly emotions swept through the soul 
of Paul as he gazed upon degraded woman- 
hood. Modern masters of women’s souls 
(liquor, nicotine, and the theater) are mak- 
ing great gains out of their degradation. 
The soul-winning passion of Paul was 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES * 197 


SOUND GOSPEL 
TRACTS—FREE 


Offered in limited quantities to those unable to purchase, 
promising careful, immediate distribution. Send three- 
= —— for samples from which to order. Mention 
this a 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 


-—CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS—— 


For Sale or for Personal Use 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the sick 
and sorrowing, birthday, Easter, etc., many with 
Bible Texts—in great variety of artistic settings— 
the type of Greetings Christian people are looking 
for. Cards that are Sateen Bars found in stores— 
Boxed and pew aged profit—no investment 
necessa: eB ARD 3 " = 

PEASE VOREETING CA 
264 Laurel St. ieelate: N.Y. 














837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Illinois 


(Bone (OGrerandl Yelfelts! 


ae 2° a fay driven _ 
by famine or war and 
amas to” beg for food. The girls in 
the baskets will be sold as slaves. If 
you met them would you turn away 
without doing something? Take this 
sopedaelty to help save many such 
or t. 


Thousands Saved 


The Home of Onesiphorus, largest or- 
phanage in the Orient, has rescued 
and trained many who are now spread- 
ing the Gospel among their own coun- 
. men. Your gifts and _— will 

vance this glorious work for the king- 
4. Rev. and Mrs. Anglin, founders 
and directors of the Home, are visiting 
America to tell of their work. Write 
for their itinerary. Hear them at your 


church. 
to see the Gospel Hees 





If you lon 
shine out where millions do not 
Jesus as their Savior, send what you ‘ 
= to help this work. 

Free booklet —e the story of God’s leading in the foundi 
countless difficulties, sent on request. Write for your copy 


HOME or ONESIPHORUS 


American Office 2811 North Racine Ave., Drawer16, Chicago, Ill. 





og the Home and its preservation through 











Use These Attractive New Attendance Cards 


IN YOUR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 








19 The First Easter 


80 The Good Shepherd 
How to Place Orders 


Choose the design you think is best 

for your class. Order one card for 

each class member and a few extra 

cards for new pupils. Order as 

many seals as you have cards, mu/- 
tiplied by the number of Sun- 
days you plan to use the design 
selected. 


How They Work 


One design is selected for use by 
the entire class. Every member is 
provided with one card, and for 
every Sunday he is present and on 
time he is given a small gummed _ 78 
seal—a rabbit, lily, pony, 
chicken —or whatever seal is 
intended for the card used. 





Easter Moming 
16 NEW DESIGNS 


NO. CARD NO. 
71 Airplanes 
972 Baby Chickens 
73 Bunny Rabbits 
74 Butterflies 74 Butterflies 
75 Christ Blessing *75-B Boys 

the Little Children 475-G Girls 
76 Christmas Tree 76 Candles 
77 Collie Dogs 77 Puppies 
78 Easter Morning 78 Easter Lilies 
79 The First Easter 79 Easter Lilies 
80 The Good Shepherd 80 Sheep 


SEAL 
71 Airplanes 
72 Baby Chickens 


HESE CARDS are beau- 93 Bunny Rabbits 


tifully printed in multicolor, 
from new paintings by skilled 
artists, They are 10% x8 inches 
in size. The seals, also in col- 
ors, are true-to-life miniatures 
of the subjects they represent. 


Order Your 


HALF MILLION of 

these WEW cards are 
already in use among Begin- 
ner, Primary, and Junior 
children. They are very defi- 
nitely stimulating attendance 
and offerings. Teachers every- 
where are delighted with 


8x Kittens 8: Kittens 
Cards and Seals Now! Se Little Bo-Peep Se Sheep them. 
83 Noah’s Ark 83 Animals 
(assorted) 
84 Shetland Ponies 84 Ponies 
85 Squirrel 85 Squirrels 
86 Turkey 86 Turkeys 


*For No. (Criss Blessing the Little 
a ge y seals and Girl seals are 
a ked separately, 100 to the package. 
Specify which is wanted. 


CARDS: 30 cents per dozen 
SEALS: 15 cents per package of 100 


State Name and Number 
of Designs when ordering 83 


i 





75 Christ Blessing Children 


Noah’s Ark 


COKESBURY PRESS NASHVILLE At Your Own Religious Supply House 
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ENJOY Summer Study at... 


WHEATON COLLEGE 


“A School That is Different” 


Two Four-Week Terms— June 18 to July 15, and July 16 to August 12 
Wide Range of Courses of Particular Interest to Teachers, Pastors, and Christian Workers 
Field Trips to Palestine and the Black Hills 


For full information address THE DIRECTOR 
WHEATON COLLEGE SUMMER SCHOOL 
Box 420B, WHEATON, ILLINOIS 


You will | a Month or Two of 
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THE WORLD NEEDS CHRIST! 


He is the answer to strife and confusion now as he has been 
all through the ages. Bring the members of your community, 
of your Sunday-school, of your church closer to Christ by using 


CHRIST-CENTERED LESSON HELPS 


@ They are graded to meet the interests, experiences, and 
requirements of every age group. 


@ They are based on the International Uniform Lessons. 


@ They bring Christian principles to grip with problems of 
the day faced by the various age groups. 


@ They are true to the Bible. 


SPIRITUAL IN APPROACH . . . EVANGELISTIC IN PURPOSE . . . PRACTICAL IN APPLICATION 


Teacher material presents the most effec- 
tive methods of presentation; pupil ma- 
terial is stimulating and invites pupil par- 
ticipation. 








THE NEED OF THE WORLD IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY! 
MEET THAT NEED IN YOUR COMMUNITY! 






Order 
These 
Lesson Se A een tte 
Helps agen gee 


Today! = tnt 









Samples Free? 
oF Wit Mommerclo) Ge i'i:] Bhs iti lemeere} iit: ti) 4 
3 the House Thal Serve 


28-B LINCOLN ST., ELGIN, ILLINOIS 































































(Lesson for Feb. 27) Feb. 12, 1938 


never more needed than now. A lot these 
poor “prisoners of sin, and Satan” owe to 
us! Pray for the conversion of sin-slaved 
women, 
Fri.—Matthew 18 : 1-6. 
Jesus Champions Childhood. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Better ... 
drowned.” Christ, the unrivaled friend of 
childhood, uttered a solemn warning to 
those who rear children, against putting 
stumblingblocks in their way to God and 
Heaven. Moral grades are all naturally 
difficult for little feet. The world, the 
flesh, and the Devil oppose their coming 
to faith. Better be drowned than guilty 
of turning little ones into sinful paths. 
Pray for a Sunday school revival. 


Sat.—Romans 5:1-11. Christ Died for Sinners. 

PRAYER SucGGEsTions: “Christ died for 
the ungodly.” That Christ died is a com- 
fort to the Christian in prospect of death. 
But that he died for sinners takes the 
sting out of death, and puts the light of 
Heaven around the rescued soul as it goes 
through “the valley of the shadow.” By 
that “one sacrifice for sins for ever” he 
hath put away sin and its penalty for all 
who take the guilty sinner’s place. Pray 
for a Family Worship revival. 


Sun.—Psalm 8:1-9. A Little Lower Than God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Little lower than 
God.” This passage doubtless has in view 
the person and glorious destiny of Jesus 
of Nazareth, the last Adam. It grasps 
also within its meaning, it seems, man 
“made” by the Creator, after his own image 
and likeness. Astounding statement! Won- 
derful delegated “dominion!” Marvelous 
“glory and honour!” Pray for a Christian 
laymen’s revival. 
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